August 2015

Update from Smith Family, Piedras Negras, Mexico
Preparing the Way International Piedras Negras
Hola!! from Piedras Negras, Mexico. It has been a crazy few months from preparing for our move, moving,
unpacking, and getting settled here in Mexico. We have already been seeing the Lord’s movement even more
here than we have from the past monthly visits we would make before we moved. We have been teaching a
weekly leadership class at Templo Aleluya which is a wonderful church that we have been partnering with
over the years. Then back in the beginning of July we were honored to minister to 100+children at a school
here named Instituto Freinet PN before they let out for the school year by doing Vacation Bible School! It was
challenging at times as Brian & I were the only ones since Faith and Caleb were still visiting their grandparents
in Dallas. But the Lord provided a wonderful staff at the school that did an amazing job serving alongside us
under our leadership. The kids had an amazing time!!! An added bonus too was that we were even able to
minister and lead one of the parents to Christ during this time.
Then we had two weeks to finish preparing for the team from Dallas to come. We were constantly even
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practically)!! We were constantly going, going, going leading up to the city-wide conference so we could invite
as many as we could to the conferences. It was awesome as one of our meetings with a pastor over one of
the alliances here we were meeting took us by surprise. Before we knew it, this man walked in and interviewed Brian and recorded him for the news/radio stations here. When the man left the pastor said to us
“Wow, isn’t God amazing I don’t even know why he came by here, we didn’t even have an appointment and
then he only talked to you and then left”.
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Ten Ways to Get Involved


Commit to Pray for our family and
Lord’s will for our ministry



Pray for the children that will be
involved in Sword of Spirit Club that
Faith will be leading in the Fall.



Come on a mission trip



Become a monthly supporter.



Give a one time gift.



Pray for our ministry partners.



Host a fundraising event.



Get the word out! Like us, follow us
and share our content on Facebook



Become an Ambassdor for one of our
Compassion Ministry partners.



Come intern with us!

Two weeks ago we had 28 adults, 7 youth, and 8 children come from our home church PTW and work with
a pastor from our soon to be church in Durango, Mexico along with 19 adults and youth from Centre de
Amistad Cristiano and 25 adults and youth from Templo Alelyua working with us in unity to provide a three day
event for the city. In the evening we were able to minister to couples, singles, and the children by doing a
Vacation Bible School. We were getting up early and going to bed way too late(or early morning) depending
on how you look at it…lol. Praise the Lord!!! He is good!!! During the day we were able to serve three different special ministries impacting a lot of children and an average of 85 adults per day. In the evening at the
three day conference we had 21 different congregations represented with 80+couples and 42 singles. We
also served 129 children at night during the Vacation Bible School at the same location. Next few weeks we
are gearing up to minister to needs of senior citizens, children and adults! Pray for us as we get prepared to
do more bible schools for two local ministries and deliver school supplies, and food to people who are in much
need around the city!
Brian’s Blessings
God is so good!!! He is faithful, and His love never fails!!! Although its been difficult to move to another country
away from our families, our church family and our friends, we are beginning to adjust. With Faith and Caleb home
with us, we are starting to settle in on this new adventure. It was so good to see all of our friends and family last
month when the team came down for the mission trip. You all were a true blessing as we all worked together in
unity to serve the people of Piedras Negras, Mexico. I love working together with the team, but more than that I
love to see people “get it”. I love to see the Holy Spirit open the eyes of team members to the reasons we are here,
in this border town in Mexico, that most Americans have never heard of. I love to see God get a hold of the hearts
of the children, teens, and adults when we visit the churches and orphanages and they see where and how the
people here live. I love to see God do something in them that will change their lives forever. I love to see them “get
it”. Even more than that is the blessing of seeing someone get free from the bondage and chains of the enemy.
There were many deliverances and healings, and many of God’s people were set free. We ministered to the poor,
the sick, the hungry, those in bondage, the widows, and the orphans, and God showed up in great and mighty
ways!!! It was truly a great blessing to me to charge the gates of hell and take the fight to the enemy with such an
awesome team. My prayer for you is that God will continue to use you and you will continue to be used by Him to
do His will and His work for His kingdom. I pray that He pours out His blessings on all of you who pray for us and
support us and have a part in this ministry with us!!! Please continue to lift us up in prayer daily, because the devil
doesn’t like us being here, and he doesn’t like what we’re doing. May God bless you and may peace be upon each
one of you!!

Caleb’s Corner
I want to share a few stories with you that
are special to me since we moved here.
The first night we moved here we had
handwritten notes taped on our front door
from some of the neighbors(kids). It was
really special because they took time to
make them for me and Faith. It really
was special to me and showed me how
much God loves me even here in Mexico
away from all of my friends.

Faith’s Favorites
I want to share a couple of my favorite moments since we have been here for the last few
months doing mission work and what God has shown me. We work really close with
Templo Aleluya here which is a church that apart from their weekly worship services they
offer hot cooked meals five days a week where 50-100 women and children come to enjoy lunch and participate in daily Bible studies. Every time I go and the children are there,
the children’s faces light up and they run and hug me!! A LOT!! Before the teachers close
the lesson they have a time of prayer. When I am there they ALWAYS pray for me. They
put on some worship music and they have me go in the middle of the room and the children always circle around me and pray for me. This is a HUGE BLESSING!!! I cannot
wait until the Fall where I will be working with the leaders and being the Director for Sword
of Spirit Club (curriculum that involves daily bible reading, areas of knowledge and scripture memory) with the children.
When the team was here from Dallas and when we were serving by doing VBS it was
HOT!!! I was serving as a small group leader and while we were having a bible lesson at
the end we had a time of prayer. All of my kids went to six different people for prayer. In
my group, I was with Mrs. Adriana and we were asking each kid if they had a prayer request. After we finished asking them, Mrs. Adriana asked me if I wanted to pray. In honesty, I did not want to pray. I was HOT, tired and being rebellious to my authority at the

Another thing I want to share with you is
that all the kids in the neighborhood are
knocking on my door every five minutes
asking me or my parents “ Can Caleb
come play outside?” Even though sometimes it does become annoying it is nice
because I know they care about me.
Last story I want to share is a funny
one...My friend and I were playing at
Templo Aleluya and primo(Jesus) had
caught a tarantula. They have a lot there
as there is nothing but desert around.
Well we were playing with it and we had
put it back in the box. Well Adrian was
carrying the box and somehow the lid
was cracked and it climbed out and was
on the side of the box. I kept telling him
in English to put the box down as the
spider was on the side of the box. He
didn’t understand my English that I was
screaming. Then he finally understood
me and threw the box down and we ran
to the house freaking out and praising
the Lord we didn’t get attacked by the big
tarantula.!!!

time. But I did it anyway. I realized afterwards that I was wrong, so after I repented I tried
to be better. All the kids came and hugged me and thanked me for helping all week. This
was just another blessing to me. Most kids here didn’t know me, and most kids here don’t
say thank you and most don’t give white kids a hug.

Melanie’s Moments
Wow, where do I start!! There are so many to share!! Piedras Negras, Mexico
is exactly what you would expect of a Mexican border town, not to luxurious, lots, and
lots of dust, the super HOT sun, and friendly people.

5.

1. They always make you feel welcome. You constantly are being hugged and kissed by everyone. We
constantly get told. Esta es su casa, this is your house. Beinvenido a tu nueva ciudad. Welcome to your
new city!
2. Excitement is always happening in Mexico!! It sometimes feels like you are in the wild west!! Whether
you see horses going down the road, tarantulas in your yard, snakes, roadrunners, or people swinging at
piñatas.
3. People love to celebrate any and all things!!! There is always a party or celebration of some kind.
There is a need to celebrate and it definitely can brighten your mood in the HOT weather, especially in the
face of so much desperation and poverty.
4. It is always Mexico time here!! It seems we wait a lot! Many times it is just because they don’t do
things the way Americans do, lot of times they are just not in a rush, sometimes we can wait on the
bridge to US to get our mail and be waiting for two hours!
You eat lots of delicious food, definitely some different types of food then you would back in Dallas! I have eaten
things that I wasn’t even sure I would like but now I love!
To financially support the Smith Family
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